w,

#2023 INDIA
q1. "W T el ‘ ﬁ“i_' T ST a",i','
. University Grants Commission
(fawen ==merm, WRE AEER)
Prof. Manish R. Joshi (Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Secretary

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The Guidelines for the “Equitable Opportunity to the Socio-Economically Disadvantaged
Groups (SEDGs) in HEIs” has been prepared by the UGC, Expert Committee, consisting of
Prof. Manikrao M. Salunkhe as Chairman of the Committee from Bharati Vidyapeeth, Pune,
Prof. Avatthi Ramaiah, Dean, Equal Opportunity Centre & Faculty, Centre for Study of Exclusion and
Inclusive Policy, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai, Dr. Himangshu Das, Director, National
Institute for the Empowerment of Visual Disabilities, Dehradun (Uttarakhand), Prof. D. K. Verma,
Director- Research, Extension & Training and Dean, School of Dr. Ambedkar Thought & Philosophy,
Dr. B. R. Ambedkar University of Social Sciences, Mhow (Indore) Madhya Pradesh, Prof. Unnat
P.Pandit Intellectual Property Management Cell, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, Prof. Anil
Prabhakar, Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, Chennai,
Prof. Jawar Singh, Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Patna as
members of the Committee. University Grants Commission acknowledges and appreciates the
contributions of Expert Committee for preparing these guidelines.

Dr. G. S. Chauhan, Joint Secretary, UGC acted as coordinating officer; his untiring efforts are
acknowledged and appreciated. The contribution of Dr. Nand Kishor, Under Secretary and other
officials, including the technical team of UGC, is also duly acknowledged. The UGC also acknowledges
the suggestions and feedback from various universities’ Faculties in the Studies of Disabilities. Apart
from this, | am also thankful to the stakeholders including various social organisations for providing
feedback and valuable suggestions in order to enrich these guidelines.

| am grateful to Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, Hon’ble Chairman, University Grants Commission,
for his guidance, advice, and continuous support in preparing this document. Lastly, | would like to
thank all the members of the UGC family who have directly or indirectly contributed to the
reparation of the document in the form of these guidelines.
e ¢ R

Prof. Manish R. Joshi

New Delhi
January, 2024

AT GG

ONE EARTH = ONE FAMILY « ONE FUTURE




w

2023 INDIA
F-Rem FeE ﬁs
uT. Wi T el ) ) E'ia,“"ﬁ'“ b 3",:"',‘
.. University Grants Commission
(favem ==, WA WER)
Prof. Manish R. Joshi (Ministry of Education, Govt. of India)
Secretary
F.No.F.6-2/2022/Part 2(SCT/Guidelines NEP 2020) 2nd January, 2023/12 Uiy 1945

Subject: Launch of “Guidelines to Provide Equitable Opportunity for the Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) in the HEIs” by UGC

Respected Madam/Sir,

The NEP 2020 has specific provisions that are necessary to help India for addressing various
challenges to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), adopted by all United Nations
Member  States in 2015,  particularly  the  challenges related to  achieving
SDG-4 (qualm education), SDG-5 (gender equality), SDG-1 (no poverty), and SDG-8 (decent work
and cconomic growth). These guidelines are meant to ensure that students belonging to Socio-
Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) have a safe and secure environment and equitable
access to quality education in Higher Educational Institutions (HEls), as specified in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

These guidelines prove very useful and enhance SEDGs’ skills and capability through bridge
course, carn-while schemes, outreach programmes and further provide them good opportunities for
employability and also enhance their participation in higher education Institutions through access,
equity, and inclusion.

Keeping in view the significant recommendations of NEP 2020 towards accessibility,
equitable, and inclusive Higher Education for SEDGs as envisaged in our Constitution, the UGC has
prepared/ framed guidelines entitled "Guidelines for Equitable Opportunity to the Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) in HEIs."

Therefore. all the Universities/HEIs are requested to adopt these guidelines for the benefit of
the students belonging to SEDGs and to make them responsible citizens of the Country who can
contribute in the nation building.

With kind regards.
Yours sincerely,
(Manish Joshi)
To
o The Vice-Chancellors of all Universities
¢ The Principals of all Colleges
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